RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A NEW MASCOT FOR THE TALAWANDA SCHOOL DISTRICT
WHEREAS, Native Americans/Indians are calling for an end to the use of Native American images, names, and symbols as school mascots due to the negative stereotyping and marginalization caused by their use, as well as the disrespect shown when religious and cultural symbols are used in school games with little understanding of the meaning of the symbols (1, 2, 3);

WHEREAS, the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, in 2001, issued a statement calling for the end to the use of Native American images and team names by non-Native schools.". . . [T]he mascots may violate anti-discrimination laws. . . . Since the 1970s, American Indian leaders and organizations have vigorously voiced their opposition to these mascots and team names because they mock and trivialize Native American religion and culture" (4);

WHEREAS, the American Psychological Association, in 2005, adopted a resolution recommending the immediate retirement of American Indian mascots, symbols, images, and personalities by schools, colleges, universities, athletic teams, and organizations (5);

WHEREAS, the National Collegiate Athletic Association, after thorough review and with input from over 500 Native American tribes, issued its new policy in 2002 banning the use of Native American mascots in tournament competitions (6, 7);

WHEREAS, the use of the "braves" mascot is discriminatory on the basis of ethnicity and gender and in violation of Talawanda School District policy #2260: Nondiscrimination and Access to Equal Educational Opportunity--"Any form of discrimination or harassment can be devastating to an individual's academic progress, social relationship and/or personal sense of self-worth.  Therefore, the Board of Education will not discriminate nor tolerate harassment in its educational programs or activities for any reasons, including on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, military status, ancestry, or age. . . ." (8);

WHEREAS, many colleges, high schools, school districts, and state school boards have changed their schools' mascot names out of an awareness of the negative impact these Native American images, names, and symbols have on all students and citizens (9);

WHEREAS, the civic organizations, religious organizations, and individuals signing hereto support changing the name, symbol, and image of the mascot of the school district;

Therefore, Be It Resolved:  In order to improve the image of our school district, we support the adoption of a new school mascot for the Talawanda School District -- one without reference to persons, their ethnicity or gender -- to be determined before the new high school is dedicated.
Name



Relationship to the School District-- [live in the district, alumna/us, student, parent of student, etc.]

Oxford Branch, NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People)



Oxford Citizens for Peace & Justice (200 members, most residing in the school district)

